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laid to cure the virulent gonorrhœa by 


external contact. For the due diſcuſ- 
ſion therefote of this ſubject, the nature 5 
of the venereal poiſon is firſt conſidered, _ 

the ſtructure of the penis accurately 55 


deſcribed, and the manner in which 


the poiſon is received, with its progress 
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1 "HE {+ ng of the eng 43 | 
quiry is to detect and expoſe the fal- | 


lacious as well as dangerous tendenex 
05 thoſe faſhionable arcana which are 


and mode of action, are clearly pointed 


out; from all which, this deliberate 

concluſion i is made, that the effects of | 
the venereal poiſon are not to be el. 
feetually | counteracted by external | 


agents, and that the internal uſe of 5 


| mercury is at all times neceſlary for the 


5 . of the diſeaſed. 
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Bur as a work of this Had ad al. 
defied as this i is, to thoſe who have not 
made phyſte their ſtudy, has to en- 
counter their prejudices, and which 
can only be effected by a firm confi- 1 
dence in the author to render it ſo ge- 


nerally uſeful as he could wiſh, it may 


be neceſſary to aſſure them, that the 


theory, on which the arguments are 


founded, is deduced from anatomy and 


phyſiology ; ; and moreover that it is 


ns well ſupported by the teſt of experience. : 


To the faculty, the real judges of | 
its merit or otherwiſe, the author de- 


clares in the words of a late writer, 


He fears his cenſure leaſt whoſe 


knowledge i is moſt extenſive.” hee 


' Teswien, 
June 29, 1782. 
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on the VIVA AN reren. 


HE Venereal Poiſan * 1 being more 
5 | frequent than any other, as well as the 
 vereſ ſcourge to the pleaſures of mankind, has T 
ö undergone repeated analyſes, that its nature might 
be diſcovered, and ſome certain ſpecifre adapted 
for its deſtruction. But hitherto all the labours | 

of the inquiſitive and ingenious have proved in- 

| effectual; it ſtill retains its primitive acrimony, 
and, if neglected or maltreated, invariably pro- 4 

duces the ſame effects as formerly. This opinion 

| is however diſputed by many of the faculty, who, 
on che contrary, aſſert that the venereal poiſon ; 
: day becomes milder in its nature, that it will 
probably, in time, wear itſelf out, and be no | 
more heard of. Were there but ſo much even: | 


as — in. en of ſuch an aſſertion, it 


8B 55 — 
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8 t 2 1 I 
might afford us a comfortable preſage in favor. 11 


| of poſterity. But it is haſtily embrace and 
being nothing more than the reſult formed on a 


comparatiye digeſt of the ſentiments of the an- | | 
tient and modern writers on the ſubject, it is | BE 


by vo men, juſt is the concluſion. EE. 


= = * 2 , 


Tux antlents having deſcribed the effe@s of | 
- this poiſon, with their uſual accuracy and pte- 
cifion; and withal having remarked many dan - 
gerous as well as fatal ſymptoms belonging to 


, which are not mentioned by the moderns, the | 
ineautious reader, upon this comparative view, _ 
has been induced to conclude, that the poiſon N 
muſt have been more malignant in their days 

but, if a eareful and candid | 
Rigation. be made | | 


'/ _ poiſon, the marked lifference in its preſent ef- 

| fects from that which formerly attended it, will, 
I truſt, be found, not to originate from any real | 
| alteration in the nature of it, but from other 


. The J 1 OL 
- Wars the yenereal poiſon firſt made its ap- 
nne | 
minds of men with ſurprize and conſternation; 


they faw it attack both the ſexes indiſetimi- 5 
nately, and in a ſhort time commit the moſt 
 dfeadful ravages on the human frame 3- ſo terri- 
fic and unuſual was its operation, that no one 


attempted'to reaſon on its nature, but tamely 
ſubmitted to its rage and fury, in full confidence 
that the poiſon muſt be the reſult 'of- Divine 
wrath, and not the effect of any natural cauſe: 


eyery one therefore confeſſed his ignarance af 1 
the new peſtilenca, and all ſtood idle ſpectators 


of its cruel depredations; ſo conſcious were 
they of its beiag a judgment from Heaven, that | 
thoſe infected with it were thought unworthy. of 
attention, and were branded with every poſſible 


mark of infamy and diſgrace ; they were por 


ſcribed the intercourſe of ſociety : even the phy- 
ficians, whoſe minds were probably leſs tinctured 
with the ſuperſtition of the times, were equally 


| purzled to account for it; and being hnae- 
— Or N 


„ 


its baneful influence uncontrouled, and conſe- | 
_ quently put an haſty period to the miſerable ex 
iſtence of many, merely from the want of a pro- 


and its effects more familiar, the minds of men; 
emerged from ignorance and infatuation, diſco- 
vered it to be invariable in its action, and com- 


” improper diet or bad air, as had been erroneouſly | 
— ſuggeſted. They therefore employed their reaſon, 


to oppoſe its effects, ſucceeded ſo far ks fre- 
z quently to palliate, and ſometimes to expel the 
peaoiſon. This was the firſt dawn of improvement; 
. its en was lows for their _ on the 


M41 - > 
at a Res incaichi to which . — aſian 


cribe the ſpecific virtues of an antidote. Under 
therefore ſuch a cloud of ignorance, the poiſon 


muſt neceſſarily have occaſioned the: moſt fatal in 
conſequences, being all this while left to exert I 
ai 


IIs _— 
| e 


In time, as the Fu 1 e more general, 


5 


municable by contact only, and not by the 
breath, as had been falſely ſurmiſed ; nor yet by 


, 


and forming their ideas into ſome regular ſyſtem 


nature 


* 


17 


rs and effecde of the pee . 5 
Þypothetical, for want of that knowledge which 
| one gives ability to the healing art, anatomy - 
nd phyſiology. Ignorant as they were of both 
heſe ſciences, they could not eſtabliſh any cer 
un treatment either for its expulſion, or miti- 
gation of its effects ; for as anatomy expoſes the 7 
onſtituent parts of the body, and phyſiology ex- $ 
plains their different functions, the injury which 
e parts ſuſtain, and the impediments which 
oſe functions receive, from whatſoever cauſe 
rroduced, can no way be traced to their real 
durce but by a knowledge of thoſe ſciences. --- 
Indeed their practice evinces, they preſeribed 
pon no juſt principle, for in compliance with the 
pinions of their. predeceſſors reſpecting poiſons: 


n general, they adviſed no remedy for the cure 


„ 


nedicines of that claſs are in their nature heat - 


5 
: them. It is true, mercury was at that time 
Nuſe, but as no one had ventured to give it in- 
3 


ernally, and as the exact quantity neceſſary o 


i this but what was ſtrongly ſudorific, and - 


g; the effects of the poiſon were often encreaſed © _ | 


f da 
1 % 
- . x. © 
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0 6 1 | 3 
40 ſervice. by external application" was by ve 


means aſcertained, it was oftentimes uſed ſ 


e enen it fell into Ae 


25 


"It was therefore owin 8 to the \ very little i in. 


provement made in the knowled, ge and treatment | 
of the poiſon, that the malignity of i it appeared 


at that time irreſiſtible; conſequently i its unfair 


£22 v. 


to admit now the melancholy catalogue of evils 8 
recited by the antients, as the neceſſary and un- 


avoidable effects of it, ſince ſuperſtition as to the 
cauſe of thoſe effects, and i ignorance of the ani» 
mal ceconomy, contributed princi pally to their 
riſe and Progreſs. f 


'TraT this was the cafe is event ha 


| gratimpronements which wer: aftrmards made 


min phyſick by the knowledge of anatomy and 
phyſiology. As ſoon as thoſe ſciences became 


generally known, 2 well-grounded theory on the 
- cauſe and ſymptoms of diſeaſes was eſtabliſhed, 


the. miſconceived opinions of the antients were 


cap 


ſparingly as to have little or no effect, and * 
other times ſo profuſely as to carry off — 


8 


"gy 
art Te ez 7 


tx 3 


of poiſons, agreeable to the laws of the animal 
frame. From this time the dreadful oonſequen- 
ces attendant on the venereal poiſon, and which 
| before had been attributed to occult influence; 
were explained upon an unerring principle, the 
effect which corroſive bodies muſt. have upon 
irritable fibres, the deſtroying of their cohe- 
fon; and as che venereal poiſon uſually identified 
itſelf by forming ulcers; and otherwiſe affecting 
dhe functions of the body; all thoſe effects were 
now judiciouſly aſcribed to its peculiar acrimony. 


tional method of cure; the faculty were fatisfied | 


and chat its effects could nowiſe be eradicated, 
but by the expelling of it from the body they... 
therefore ſought for thoſe remedies which had a 


eur for that purpoſe. This was the era in which 


— nene, its firſt material 
— ".; 


{ 


»# 1 
' 9 1H hd i er > 


© 
| , 


| exploded, and reaſoning, formed-ov nchaienl © 
principles, was introduced to explain the effects 


From ſo well adjuſted a datum ſoon ſprung a ra- 


' that the poiſon was received by. external contact, 


| power of pervading the ſmalleſt ſeries of veſſek, 
and fortunately inſtituted the internal uſe of mer- 


* 


- 


"Fu 


check; ws thoſe ſymptoms of it which before 
Had reſiſted the efforts of medicine, now: gave 
Way to the power of this invaluable drug: 
henceforward the poiſon became leſs and leſs fors 
midable in its conſequences, for the diſcaſed hays | 
ing immediate recourſe to this newly-diſcovered * 


ſpecific, the poiſon was counteracted before it 
could have time to commit its uſual depredations 
upon the N b ian 2 


* +4 . * * 


Tur improyed knowledge i in anatorayy phy-* 
| fiology, and the fortunate introduction of the 
internal uſe of mercury, were then the means by 
f which the venereal poiſon was originally ren 


| $7 dered leſs deleterious to mankind, than it had | 


| proved i in the times precedin 8. 


-" Anorurs ceaſe which likewiſe G8 
to leſſen the effects of the venereal poiſon „ Was 
te riſe of a new ſymptom, the virulent: gonor- 

rhœa. I fay a new ſymptom, becauſe the antients, 
vho have ſo accurately deſeribed the confirmed 
lues or pox, do not mention a diſcharge from 
the urethra as an effect of it; if therefore heit 


8 - 
Mo 
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en 
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xx 
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5 Munk is to be depended upon; the venereal Tg, 
"Poiſon from the year 1494, the time it was firſt 
Pl brought into Europe, to the year 1 545, 1 the time 
+ the virulent gonorrhea firſt made its appearance, 

7 - exerted. itſelf in a general way upon the body, 
and of courſe, from ignorance and neglect, muſt 

© neceſſarily produce thoſe fatal conſequences 


: -wlich are aſcribed to it, for as no preciſe time 

$ When the poiſon was received could be tolerably L 
aſcertained, the blood was often ſecretly conta- 
minating for ſeveral months, tilb at length it 
burſt forth with relentleſs fury: the riſe of the 
virulent gonorrhœa was therefore a fortunate: 

| circumſtance to mankind ; its appearance ge 
early notice of the admiſſion of the poiſon, 2 

the diſcharge from the urethra (iſſue like) directed Fs 


* = 


ait to a more immediate exit. This new ſymptom 85 5 
7* did therefore prevent the accuſtomed frequency . 
of univerſal infection, and by that means induced M 
| many to believe that the poiſon became daily leſs - 

» WF virulent: but ſuch an inference muſt not be 
| admitted, for i it does not prove that the poiſon 15 SY 


= © Muffered any change in its nature, either previous 


* 


tes „% 2 ? 


% 10 1 'Y 
td, or after the commencement of this ai 
gonorrhœa, but rather, that by fixing on the 
membrane of the urethra, it produced its effects 


more locally than it had done before, and of. + 


_ courſe that the confirmed pox was leſs frequently *1 


experienced. The ſupervention of the virulent © + 
gonorrhcea to the former effects of the poiſon, | 
did not then leſſen its virulence, nor yet render 
it incapable of producing a pox in its uſual de- 5 
gree; for I do aver, notwithſtanding what * 
aſſerted to the contrary by ſome modern pracui- 
. tioners, that if that portion of it which conſti- 
ſtutes the gonorrhœa is abſorbed and conveyed 

into the blood, the very fame effects, if it be 
permitted to take its courſe, will be produc 
* it, as are recited by the antients. 


1 ROM the concurring cauſes above mentioned, 

I ſhall draw the following concluſion : That the 
5 milder effects of the venereal poiſon i in our days, 
on a compariſon with the deſcription given of J 


them by the antients, do not originate from the 


poiſon being now leſs virulent than formetly,' © 
% | — ; | | , / ; but br 
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11 * 4 
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but are indebted to a more preciſe knowledge e 
the animal œconomy, acquired by the moderns, 
and to their having adopted more ſafe and "YT cl 


ditious — 50 22 the e of it. 


Tux ſpecific nature of the venereal poiſon has 
; long engaged the attention of the faculty, ſome 
of whom ptetend to have diſcovered it, and in 
conſequence have directed remedies for the de- 

ſtruction of it. But we are certainly ignorant 
ol its nature; that it is highly acrid and corro-. 


_ tive, is drink from the inflammation and exe 


ulceration which it produces, but the modifica- 
tion and arrangement of its parts, on which its : | 
peculiar action muſt depend, we can have no 
adequate idea of, for the intimate nature and 
craſis of poiſons is placed far beyond the reach 
of human reſcarches. Even chymiſtry, when 1 
analyſes the conſtituent parts of bodies, and 
is ſaid to be the only ſcience explanatory of 
their ſecret operations, has rather darkened than NF 
thrown any light wands this ſubject. Hain of 
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"68 OT” "HR hive deduced its effects froim dll 
others, from acid; qualities which are diametri- 
) cally oppoſite and not naturally inherent i in ati» - 
mal fluids; ; while others, ſtill more eccentric, - 
have placed its nature in a highly ſubtle ſul- 
phureous fluid, or in a \phlogiſtic zthereal fer- 
mentative principle 5 and even the judicious | 
Aſtruc, as inconſiſtently as any of them, con- 
cludes, that its nature is ſalſo acid. What 
unintelligible jargon! | Surely men would act 
a more ingenuous part in confeſſin g their igno- 
rance, than by endeavouring to conceal it, and 
to impoſe upon mankind under the maſk of 
technical expreſſion. Ingenious men of the 
| | profeſſion will not ſuffer themſelves to be thus 
| deceived, nor will, I truſt, the unphyſical reader; 
for how great a novice ſoever he may be in the 
art, yet he is a judge of conſiſtent reaſoning, and 
muſt conclude from the above ſpecimen, that 
chymiſtry has not contributed the __ eee 
che Ty of this TOY: 
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FA 
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. truth, we can judge of the nature os poi- 
fons only from their effects; ; for firſt cauſes and . 
the exact modification of matter are placed too 


diſtant for human reaſoning to explore. I ther -1.228 


effects are invariable, it is certain the cauſes 7 
which produce them are invariable alſo; and 
| fince the venereal poiſon (like the canin, 
viperine, variolous, and others) has conti- 
nued through ſucceſſive ages without deviating 
from ſome certain and diſtinguiſhed marks of 
ation, it is ſurely concluſive that it is in its na- 
ture immutable; had it been capable of any 
change, it is more than probable it muſt have 
happened long ago, but as it ill identifies its . 
exiſtence by aſſuming the ſame form, attended 
| with the ſame effects when uncontrouled, it is 
obvious that it has ſuffered no alteration : for 
what ſtronger evidence can we have of the i im- 
mutability of any body, chan that its appearance | | 
and effects ever have been, and Rill are, inva- 
yy, the ſame, 5 
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As e en the venereal poiſon hag yak 
gone no real mutation, its various effects as to 


5 malignity muſt not be aſcribed to any alteration 
in the nature of the poiſon, but to certain inci- 
dental and concomitant circumſtances, ſuch as 


climate, diet, conſtitution, judicious or injudi- 
cious application of medicine, neglect, with 


8 other cauſes : for as we can induce no change 


in its parts, it muſt retain its primitive action, 


EN and continue to produce the ſame effects upon 


the body ſo long as infectious commerce is kept 


up between 9 ſexes. : 5 


Tur opinion, then, hat the verbal poiſon | 


daily becomes milder, and, in conſequence, that 
it will in time wear itfelf out, as though its 
5 powers could be exhauſted, and the modification 
of its parts could admit of a change, is ſuch un- 
ſupported reaſoning as mult inevitably fall to the 
; ground, and, of courſe, noſtrum —_—_ along | 
with it : for as we are ignorant of the nature of 


its component parts, we cannot recur to any me- 
dieine that with abſolute certainty will deſtroy i it. 


CHAP. 
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05 the save run of the rennt. 


E Penis in the male more uſually inks 
bibes the venereal poiſon than any other | 


part of the body ; an inquiry into its ſtructure is 


therefore very 6 


Ir is formed of 1 veins, lymphatic vel: 
ſels, nerves, common integunient, two cavern⸗ 
ous bodies, and urethra. Oe 

Tn x arteries of the penis, like all the other 
arteries, are branches of one principal trunk; 
called the Aorta; a large veſſel Which iſſues 


from the left ventricle of the heart, and is mi- 


nutely ramified throughout the body. The uſe 
of the aorta is to diſtribute the blood which it 
receives from the heart to every part of the ani- 
mal frame, and to prepare and ſeparate from it 
the different ſecretions and excretions: its form 
is * of a cone e with its baſe uppermoſt it N 

there= | 


15 16 J. 

Re” converges as it 3 till at laſt it 
is extended into exquiſitely fine capillary cobas 
innumerable branches of which terfninate upon 
the ſkin, and exhale the perſpirable matter, hke- 
- wiſe upon all the internal cavities ; upon whoſe 
| ſurfaces they depoſite a clear lymph for moiſture 
and other purpoſes ; the remainder form a Junc- 
tion with the extremities of veins, and return 
their fluids, as in a circle, to the heart. The 
- aorta is alſo indued with a contractile power, 
called the Pulſe, which enables it to propel the 
blood ng} its decreaſing. diameter. 


Taz veins are mere TOON veſſels ; they 
_ originate at the extremities of the aorta, and 
though conical, yet,. unlike the former, they 
begin at their apex and terminate at their baſe; 
they therefore diverge in their progreſs, ramify, 
join each other, and all finally meet in one large 
| trunk, called the Vena Cava, a veſſel which 
_ empties itſelf immediately into the right auricle 
of the heart. The aorta then conveys the blood 


gh from the left ventricle of the heart to every part 


= 


WH Tr 17 F . 
of: the RE, 2 after it has . kom it | 
the ſeveral ſecretions and excretions, it ns” 8 fs 
he: remainder (now robbed of its nutritious 1 
parts) into · the extremities, of the veins, to be 
returned to the right auricle of is heart fer a : 


ml ny: F 


Tun. ri are the. only. es 50 þ the "Fed 
- arteries. and veins perform... | 5 7 


. 


Tus b veſſels, ſo called & from * pe”. 
containing lymph' only, are. a ſeparate and dic. 5 
N tinct ſyſtem from the former, having 1 no connec 
tion with either the arteries or veins, one only. - 


1 of the latter excepted, of which 1 ſhall treat 
hereafter. The aorta, ad has been already ob 
1 ſerved, takes its riſe from the heatt, and propels 
_" the blood from the centre of the body to the x: 
Y circumference. of it: but the lymphatic veſſels 
D | originate from all the. ſurfaces of the body, as 


well interior as exterior, and convey their fluids, - 
reverſely of the former, from the crcanfrene 
of the body to the centre of it; at their origin 
oo are Ct ſmall, encreaſe in ae 


— 
* ** 
24 . y / * 
* %, Kip 1% ..- . x l * : 8 
F bs * WE 4: * p F 1 * * 
. * y ">, " 7 
"I ; W N : 


of 


. 45 
* - - 
* * 
, 


, ws. 5 
* „ „ W 
r 


= — — _—— — * 8. 
— — —ͤ—— — ̃ ͤ . 7— EEE — ——— 


— — 
* — — 


— U 2 —ͤ— 1 wVwꝛ * zÄ˖ĩ2;.̃ ñ—⏑ —t: — 


my — —— 


. v 


compact bodies, called Glands, and all terminate, | 


diameters as they advance, join each "other in 


their progreſs, occaſionally entwine into ſmall | 


in the thoracic duct, a large trunk or receptacle, | 
fo called from being fituated within the thorax Ky 


or cheſt. 


Tur High vellels ef the bowels take as 
the ſame rout and termination: they ure contra: 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Lacteal or Milky 


Veſſels, from the colour of the fluids which they ; 


convey ; but they are in every reſpect of the 
ſame ſtructure and uſe with the former: they h 


originate at the ſurfaces of the bowels, with the 


ſame porous- like beginnin gs, encreaſe in ſize as 


they advance, conjoin, form glands, and all ter- : 
: minate in the ſame receptacle. Cab: 


Tut bn te veſſels, chireldve; . orĩ- | 


ginating from the ſaperficies of the body, its in« 
' ternal cavities, or the ſurfaces of the inteſtines, 
perform the ſame office, and effect one and the 
ſume purpoſe, that of conveying a bland and 

| ND on * ern 10 3 


the 


2 ef ͤ ͤ 
to-do; an b in anions 
by the neceſſary evacyations of the body may be 


| Plete by means of a certain power with which 
they- are endued of abſorbing or ſucking up 
whateyer is applied to their mouths; thoſe there · 
fore which. are placed upon the ſurface, of he 
ſkin imbibe from the ſurrounding atmoſphere; | 
thoſe ſeated. upon the internal cavities. abſorb 
whatever is exhaled by the arteries; more. than 
neceſſary for moiſture; thaſe upon the ſurfaces 
of the bowels. ſuck up the milky, or reſtorative - 


| momentarily replaced; and this office they cam» 


parts of our food, and all empty themſelves, like _ - | 


ſo, many, ſmall rivulets into one ſtream, in the 
| thoracic duct: the thoracic duct is therefore the 
grand. reſervoir into which the Whole of the 
lymph. and. chyle, from whatſoever: parts of. the 
"of ede. is depolitegs,. 8 


the nutrient voſſels; for it is by them alone that 

the.chyle is colleQed and properly diluted for 
the 0 8 an che blood with a ſu- 
| 23 SR ceſſion 5 : 


- 


1 0 n that the. lymphatics: are | 4 


EB the Hour and arteries. ” 


k. 20 5 p 
* celhon of nouriſhment, to recruit the wail af 
85 repeated circulations. The manner in which 
this ſupply i is furniſhed is truly curious: the 2 


- thoracic duct does not empty itſelf immediately | 
into the heart by any direct communication, 


— 


becauſe ſo large and ſudden a depoſite of the 


chyle could not have been properly afſimi- 
lated with the blood ; it therefore opens into 
tte left ſubclavian vein (a vein fo called from 


its being ſituated under the clavicle or collar- 


5 bone) and its contents are conveyed with tlie 
| blood of the latter, firſt into the vena cava, and 
8 thehce into the heart and general circulation ; 
: by which ine ſtimable contriyance, the animal 


juices are fed with freſh nouriſhment i in ſuch 


. Pfoportion, as to become intimately mixed and 
: blended with the blood I the united foree . 


ih die — * Ship, it is evident, 
Nie: the lymphatic veſſels .are intirely. diſtin& 
from, and totally unconnected with, the heart 
al arteries; 3 and likewiſe, that the latter c can 


- $ * ? 
* 5 * 
Ly o „ 1 * , het © 1 
1 i » . 7 by 1 , : — 
* - 4 N * 
” . 5 S 0 L 
* = T ” * * 
* - 4 y 


rs 5 * # * * 
- oy 2 - U & _ * _- 
* . dds Pt 
* * * 4 Med 


F . 7 ar 3. 
2 receive no 1 or indeed any 1 eile, fat 
what muſt be conveyed 1 into them through their | | 
| direct means z in other words, the lymphatic : 

. veſſels furniſh the body with all its fluids ; the . 

"arteries and veins diſtribute them to the different 4 3% 
my” for the various Prat ok nature. 9 8 + 


; Tur nerves, as cms from 55 brain, 85 : 
the undoubted organs of Lene. controul vey. 
animal function. 1 5 N 30 125 
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a = Tur common integument of the penis * . 
1 1 continuation of that general covering of the body _ 
which is known by name of the true ſkin; it 
2 ſupplied with arteries to exhale the perſpirable 85 | 
matter, and with veins to return the ſuperfluqus 
blood; likewiſe with an infinity of Yor 
veſſels; but as their mouths are ſtronger i in their 
| contractions, and from friction and erpoſure are” 3 
made leſs ſenſible than thoſe ſeated: upon the mote 
delicate ſkin of che internal] prepuce, glans penis, 
and urethra, "ſo: they are not equally dar "MY 
- the latter, +; the idmiſiod of vl bodies. 
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Jus — Sai: it is Kad, cannot welt” 
pe taken up- by the-abſorbents of the true ein, 
though mercury, by preſſure, readily- finds its 
way: into them: how far this aſſertion is ſtrictiy 
true, or otherwiſe, I ſhall not here oontrovert. 
though I confeſs, that in caſe it were applied 
with a ſtrong friction, I ſhould not be without 
my apprehenſions for the conſequence. But, as 
ſome proof t that the venereal poiſon does not ob- 

Vin an caly admittanc by. the lymphatics of the 
" have thin, ſurgeons who dreſs venereal, ulcers, 

and whoſe, fingers, are ogcaſionally, beſimeared - 

with, the- infeQious, matter, ſeldom, if ever, on 

- track the diſcaſg, unleſs, at the time, they haue a 
cut finger, ſore; concealed wounds, or excor 
don: nor do thoſe. abouring: under a virulent 
gonotrhœa (though attended with chances) con- 


5 wat a pox: by handling the infected part, unleſs 


heir fingers are. in the ſituation above deſccibed:; 

ank from the ame. cauſe it is, that the outward = 
5 covering: of the penis, though in contact. with. 
the poiſon during the venereal conflict, is ſel- 


1 1 
an if ever, infected, unleſs there ace en 
. eee 


05 7 the prepuce, or  forelkin, which 3 is 2 4 * 
Micature or fold of the common coverin g. and 
forms what i is called the ſheath to the penis, is 
not ſo ſecure: for that ſutface of it which lies, 
upon the glans, or nut, is compoſed of a much 
finer ſkin than the external; it is, 1 like the for- 
mier, ſupplied with arteries, veins, and nerves; 
for moiſture and ſenſation, and alſo with an ig 
finite number of lymphatic veſſels, which being A 
of a finer texture, and leſs expoſed than thoſe 
upon the true ſkin, are more ſenſible and patent 5 
for the reception of whatever i is ipplied! to them. 


1716. 4 


| Thin cavernous bodies of the penis ive It cht 
nfiftenee Which is ſo remarkable in Its ſtute bf 
reckien : they are cylindrical in ſhapes and ers- 
pinot near the bone called the Os Pubisz #h - 
ir middle they are divided by a thin ſeptum 
nen tltrough which blood veſſels paſs m 
fois Mrections, and coritanicate With each 
other. Thi nutte of cavernous is given to theft, 


because 


— 
— * * « x 
Rr 


* 


15 24 4 
bend they appear as if Spes af an aint 


: of cells, but in reality their ſubſtance 1 is only an 
- irſtertexture of arteries, veins; nerves, and lym- 
| | N phatic veſſels, diſpoſed i in meſhes, like net- work, 
and ſupported by the common connecting of 
5 cellular membrane, from which looſe and vaſ- 
cular ſtructure they are capable of great Expan= 
ion, and are therefore, upon any Fe adden deriva- 
| tion of blood into them, the immediate cauſe 
of chat diſtention of 08 penis ſo 8 for 


coition. 


- . 


l # I 
Fu ; , 


"Tur 1 is that canal or pipe through 
which the ſemen and urine paſs ; it takes its riſe 
trom the neck of the bladder, and i is continued 
to the end of the penis, where it terminates by a 
© final openin 8. The internal membrane of the 


0 8 or that ſurface of it over which the urine 
and ſemen flow, is very delicate and ſenſible : it 


1e conſtructed of nerves, arteries, veins, and lym- 


- phatic veſſels. The nerves. give to it. extream 
ſenſibility; the arteries continually exude upon 


its ſurface a N om: e like the bh 
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Xe 6285 to defend it againſt the acrid falts of the! | 
urine; the veins return the ſuperfluous blood; 

and the lymphatic. veſſels, with which it is innu- : 
merably ſtored, abſorb whateyer is redundantly 
depoſited by the arteries, or | whatever elſe is 
applied to their mouths by other means. i 


o 
- . - 
#% 3 


; Tux Has 'or nut of G 1 | 
ation of the urethra reflected over the ends of the: 
tw o cavernous bodies, to which i it ſerves as 4 cap = 
or covering ; as being therefore only an expanſion = 
of the urethra, it is ſimilar i in ſtructure; it has its i 
arteries for moiſture, nerves for acute ſenſation,” . | 7 


h 
1 and lymphatic veſſels to fuck up whatever 10. 
_ placed 3 with them. h 5 * 


THz above deſeribed parts lesen taken 
form the n 5 


„ 


Berens 1 rs this « ſabjea, it wil be wn 
ary to give ſome account of the glands of the 
Proin; for though they do not properly belong 
to the penis, as a part of its ſtructure, yet their | . 
frequent couneSion with the latter, when in- 


* £ s 


LY) 


fot with the venereal poiſon, gives them 4 
place of no inconſiderable moment in the fal- 
lowing ſheets, | 


Tur glands of the groin are ſmall, hard, oval 
bodies, eaſily diſtinguiſhable by the touch, and 
ũtuated in the angle between the upper part of 
each thigh and the belly, They derive their 
origin from the parts of generation, far the lym- 


' Phatic veſſels of the common integument of the 


penis, the internal prepuce, the glans, urethra 


aud teſticles, meet in the groin, and are there 
| ee and hound, nd the ew 


$547 


* This 8 of che groin, as ; being therefore 


8 formed of the lymphatic veſſels of the genitele, 


Have no other uſe but that of conveying what- 
| ever is s abſorbed by them i into wy a: duct. 


Da the RBotetr0N bf he 
4 440g uf 5 AL POI en 1 
7 n 154 22 Ke 1 Cot N faRE A N 1 47 
PROM what has been fad of the lymphatic - 
x - veſſels and their -uſes in the preceding 


vs; it is obvious, nay certain, that the | | 


vetiereal poiſon: can no way be intredteed into 
the maſs of blood, without being fit received | 
by the abſorbents, conveyed by them into the 


thoracic duct, and thence into the ſubelabian 


bein, vena cava, heart, arid general rculation 2 
and this tonelafion i is riot drawn from any par- £ 
tial opinion 6f my own, but reſts on the au- 

thority of tlie firſt anatömiſts of the age, i 
Hunter, Monto, and many others, particularly . 


the late ingenions Mr. Hewfon, who his acen - 


 rately traced this fyftem of veſſels from their rs 
n the 0 t6 theit termination in , 
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ye * com- 
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8 ppg beit and has proved 1 2 
5 doubt, that it is ſolely their province to abſorb, | 


Tur lymphatic veſſels of the penis are chere 
fore the only veſſels which imbibe the venereal 
poiſon in the act of copulation; but as they 
perform that office differently, according to their 
texture and ſituation, it is neceſſary to point out 
thoſe Which are materially concerned Fay: 1 
auge before us. e e TY 
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r 5 : VE e that the 1ymphatice 4 
upon the true ſkin or common covering of the 
body are incapable of abſorbing the venereal 
poiſon, and the aſſertion is founded on theſe 
| reported facts, that neither the ends of the 
| fingers, nor the outward integument of the 
penis, ever ſuck i in the venereal poiſon, if they 
axe free from wound or excoriation. If there 
fore we are guided by obſervation, and which 
in general very rarely miſleads,. the reception of 
the poiſon during coition muſt neceſſarily be 
15 confined to . ne. only which origi- 
15 | 2 N N | 
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nate on the ſurfaces of the internal — . 

foreſkin, the glans penis, or urethra; but which 7 

of them do really abſorb the poiſon, the faculty | 

at preſent are divided in opinion. There are 

ſome who aſſert, that 'thoſe ſeated upon the in- 

ternal prepuce and glans penis, particularly the OP 

latter, are ſolely concerned in the abſorption of | 

the poiſon, and therefore contend, that the ure - 4 Ok 

thra is never primarily affected in a clap, for 

that the poiſon is firſt taken up by the lymphaties 

of the former, and is conveyed. to thoſe of the 

latter by the uſual rout of the lymph; which is 5 

affirming, that the venereal poiſon is never im- 

bibed by the lymphatic. veſſels oſo the urethra: - 
during infectious commerce. But I cannot ad- 

mit this opinion in its full extent: it ĩs certain 

that the 1ymphatics of the prepuce and glans | 

penis join thoſe of the urethra in their way to 

the thoracic duct; it is likewiſe- certain, that - 

they are, in general, more expoſed to the poiſon. "OM 
in coition than the lymphatics of the urethra 5 

but what does all this prove? nothing more 

than that. the ymphatics of. the n penile; 
3 | BG, 


Tu. 


RA -prepu by aſcending into the urechrs, may 
bee ee 2 *— * 

imply, that dee eee may | 

be: occaſioned by a tranſlation of the poiſon from 

the: lymphatics of the prepuce and glans, that 

/  primaryſhar6in/producing the diſeaſe ; far other- 

_ wide, for, in chat caſe, the virulent gonorrha 
could. nevet be the oonſequence of impure coi- 

tion, unlaſi che ſurfuoes of the pre puee and glans 

_ were at the time expoſed, which experience con. 
tradicts. It is well known that the prepuce, in 

| ſorne-men, fo.cloſely-inveſts the glans, that the 

latter: cannot enter into contact with the poiſon. 

| i8:copulation, and yet ſuch men as often con- 
ttacd che virulent gonorrhœa as thoſe whoſe glans 

dre naked. In ſuch à ſtate of parts then, it is" 

impoſſible that che poiſon ſhould be imbibed by 

any other lymphatic veſſels than thoſe of the 

urethr2;—and—indeed, conſidering the fHtustion 

| ofthe yjetlira, boch before and after endiflion, it 

_— mare than probahle chat the poiſon is often: 

bes 8 EN abſorbed. 
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ahforbed by. its ven lympbations — | 


pf the propuce and glans: - In the vehercab coder 


fl, che orifice of the urch ie bot the E 
part in cloſe contact with che paiſon, and the 1 


conſequent attrition of parts in both ſexes muſt 
unayoidably force it ſome way into the paſlage | 
beſides, after the emiſſion of ſemen, the uritlary | 
tube will act like a ſyphon, for being ſuddenly 
emptied, it will, as a temporary vacuum forcibly 
ſuck in air, and, moſt A the infectious 
miaſma along with it. I muſt therefore, till | 
convinced by more powerful arguments to the 
contrary, afſert, that the lymphatic veſſels of the 
urethra are liable to imbibe the venereal poiſon 
in the act of coition; with thoſe of the prepuo 
and glans penis; and conſequently, that a elap' 
may ſucceed infectious commerce without the 
 neceflity of the poiſon being firſt received | by : 
the ee f the latter. ©: 


Derox the ho it is a 5 a kala 
 gonorrhtea can no way be produced but by the 
ae of the n REN to the mem 


T. 4 F o * : £2: Weg 4 4 
N Nenn 
* * 2 * Y : 5 | | | 
7 9 
* > 7 ; 
U . , = ö % „. 

- \ 

: , - 4 - 


. 


* 


; | : | \ 
| | | 8 8 E . 
" be «a . — 4 on 4 | q 1. 
>» by ; 
, N 1 & : . 4 b 
- * , | x | 
- To 4s | 
1 N 2 | 


. 
_ g . 8 
, - 
:\ K 
* — 
- 
* 
£ 


5 a 
Fa ' Wy . | : | 
* * z +. , * x 55 + 4 1 
: e 8 | | 


” 
KK £ 
- : 4 ; | 
= 7 * 9 by * - * þ : | 
© 8 > T | N 
* „ 
= = 9 5 7 ö 5 8 | | 
. d 
-* | 
. : | 
| . 
88 3 
; 
. 
3 þ& * 4 ; ' 
Oo 


* 
. 
* 
' . | 
> 4c We] 2 8 5 F 8 | | 
| : | 2 4 o * * * 
4 
. 
% : 
on 4 4 — 5 | | | 
: | 
o : 2 | | : i 
* ; | | ] 
| * 
* 
| ” 
| * 8 
* 
- FS: * k . 2 | 4 
f | : g | . * ” . 
1 
| — 
* a | 
. 
” « v a ä | | 
- 
1 ” "9 4. i : 2 | 
| | | | — %. - ; 
- 4 * 3 - — bl F - ; | 
| * 
> 


* 
* * N , 
» | 
- * — : | . | | 
— Y 8 : 
- 
F » 
1 — 
- 
x = % 4 1 : i | | 
4 { : | 
4 9 ü | | 
* ; | | | | 
. } | | | 
| W268 8 * BY 6 5 q | 
* 
: 
# # 
* * - 
x + 1 a | 
1 . 6 | 
$ 12 0 
| * 
\ %, 5 | | 
| # 
| pe 
* | | | 
5 „ 
* A 8 | : 
iy, 5 : | 
* x 9's # ; ; f 
a — 
- 
| . 
- 


FW + A . 1 1 0 * E 
* * 7 . . 4 - CY | * * ? N . 


X . * * , „ 52 ” : ++ 1 
. % " " = 

{ g. © 0 * * , j = 7 p of — Y 

a ' - * y q . 


C WA P. Iv: 


INFERENCES drawn Hoa the preceding 
| Chapter, relative to ſome OP TN ION 1 
ſpecting the 8 . Ar of the Porsow in 


| the VIX W S Sonnen 


attacked the parts of generation in the form of a 
Sonorrhœa than at any former period; and this 


without doubt, muſt be aſcribed to the inflam- 55 4 l 
mation and diſcharge induced by it, which in- 


vites the poiſon to a more immediate iſſue than 


could have been brought about by other means. | 


But, in conſequence of this, the virulent gonor- 


rhe has been conſidered in a light altogether 


local, viz. that the poiſon is confined intirely : 
5 to che membraue of the urethra : from whence 


an ill-founded and too prevalent opinion. hath 
_ ariſen, VIS COIN muſt 


TT is the remark of experience, as h heouk | 
already obſerved, that the venereal poiſon has 
occaſioned leſs injury to the body ſince it has 
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5 5 cure itſelf, Pepe onl y A 1 das at- 
= tention to regimen and keeping the bowels open 


be obſerved. But this is an opinion however, 


| which in the generality of caſes, ought not. to 
be adhered to implicitly ; for though the poiſon 
OD undoubtedly makes its exit by the diſcharge, yet 


it is by no means certain that the whole of it is 


carried off in that eaſy way. An attention to 
the office of the lymphatic veſſels will folly ex4 


1 2 this matter. 


1 T has Py been vn that the 1 
are the only veſſels which abſorb, and therefore 
by them alone it is that the venereal poiſon i is, 


; imbibed i in coition : : it has likewiſe been ſhewn, 


that it is their office to convey their contents 


FE into the thoracic duct. From which poſition i it 


is evident, that as the lymph which they imbibe 


is always in a ſtate of progreſſion, the venereal 
poiſon when mixed with it muſt be ſo likewiſe ;' 
and as it is uſual for the latter to be retained Fe 

| the ſpace of fix, ten, fourteen, nay twenty days 
5 alter coition, before i it creates s inflammation. 0 | 
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the membrane of the urethra, and 4 the 25 


gonorrhœa, a part of i it is no doubt, during thoſe 


intervals purſuing its rout to the thoracic duc; © 8 
| for We muſt not ſuppoſe that the poiſon lies 5,00 


dormant all the while, nor imagine with ſome 
men, that it lies inveloped by the mucous lining 


of the urethra. Many arguments might be 5 


adduced to ſhew the contrary, and perhaps there 


are none more in point than the following: the 


mucous covering of the urethra is given to it by | 
the arteries which are every where interſperſed 


upon its ſurface, and as thoſe veſſels are never in 


a ſtate of reſt, but are perpetually caſting forth 
their contents, the mucous or glairy lining muſt Te 
ever beina conſtant ſtate of renovation: was then 
the poiſon during coition always inveloped by 
this mucus, the virulent gonorrhea could be but 


. ſeldom, if ever, the conſequenee of infectious We 


copulation, for the daily ſecretion of freſh mucus, 0 


added to the frequent paſſing of urine, would in- 
evitably waſh it away, the contraryof which almoſt 
 Iinvaxiably happens, and therefore makes it certain | 


at the ; poiſon peſos inthe lymphatics. 1 


1 | ; 4 0-2 3 Again, 
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with the gonorrhea, or at leaſt is a frequent as 
the glands of the groin (as have been ſhewn) are 
a virulent gonorrhœa the poiſon has travelled far 
5 beyond the ſurface of the urethra, and is making 
ſertion, however, is much controverted; there are 
L the recent gonorrhea ariſes from conſent of parts 
upon the membrane of the urethra, and is totally 


_ devoid of venereal infection: but however ſpe- 


ſoon detect the fallacy of it: if mere pain and 
inflammation upon the membrane of the urethta 


̃ NOM that the CR Jors not b 2 : 
during the interval between its being received and 

making its appearance in the form of a clap, is 

| likewiſe evident from the effects it produces in : 


the glands of the groin: a bubo is often co 


well as a very early companion of it; and ſince 


formed of the lymphatic veſſels of the-genitals, 
it is certain that when they are inflamed during 


haſty ſtrides towards che thoracic duct. This aſ- 


many who advance, that the bubo attendant on 


only, is the mere conſequence of inſlamma tion 


cidus that opinion may appear to the'prgudicetl 
and uninformed, a little ſerious attention will 


can 


mm ” 2 O00 


1 * 1 


en prodves « buba, whatever: 1 4 
mation and pain upon that membrane would pro- - mh {4 
duce a ſimilar effect: a man with a ſtone in his by 
bladder would be ſubject to the like inconvse- 
nience ; ſuch would likewiſe be the effoct of a 


common ſtrangury, or indeed any accidental in- 
jury done to the urethra, which we find not to 
be a conſequence ; and for this evident _ ; 
that in thoſe caſes there is no abſorption of | 
matter, no poiſon conveyed through the en 2 


tics of. the urethra to the glands of the groing 


beſides, upon the above principle, a bubo muſt 


ever attend eyery highly inflammatory gonorrhea, 9285 


and would never be experienced in themilder ſpe - 


cies, the reverſe of which very frequently happens. Ws. 


I ſhall therefore aver, that if there is either an en- | 
largement of, or even tenderneſs in the glands f 


the groin during a virulent gonorrheza,itis proof 1 
preſumptive, not to ſay- poſitive, that the ſeat f 
the poiſon is not then local and confined to he 
ſurface of the urethra: So conſcious were practi- 0 
tioners formerly of this truth, that till of late the 7 
een e the. en eee ee, 
4 | held, . 
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held, even in its moſt recent ſtate, aa pocky Sn 
tom, for they very juſtly conſidered it as an indi- 
cation that the poiſon had entered the habit too far 
for the gonorrhæa to be _ . eſteemed A 
| local ileal; | TY 


Siren . the virulent gonorrhea is a diſeaſe 


them, and it is at all times extremely uncertain, 


91 


of the lymphatic veſſels of the urethra, occaſi- 
oned by the action of the venereal poiſon! upon 


how far into the habit thoſe veſſels may have 
tranſlated the poiſon during the many days it 


| ſometimes appears to lie inactive, nothing can be 
more futile than to inſiſt on its locality : the poi- 
fon may paſs many ways into the thoracic duct, 


and thence into the blood, from the general con- 


nection which the lymphatic veſſels have with 
s each other, without perhaps producing any ma- 
nifeſt effects upon either the prepuce, glans | penis, 
; urethra, or glands of the groin, or it may affect 
them too late to prevent univerſal contagion. 
8 Againſt this opinion alſo there are many diſſen- 
-tients, x men who aſſert that the venereal poiſon | 


| cannot 


(6 


T7 


cannot be es beyond the uretlinn without I . 


there i is a wound, ulcer, or excoriation upon the 
membrane of it, which, in other words, is ſay⸗ 


ing that the lymphatic veſſels, of the urethra . 
cannot abſorb the venereal poiſon in their na- 


tural ſtate: but this propoſition 6-1 truſt, 


fairly refuted in the preceding argument. 1 


ſhall therefore (while the lymphatic veſſels are 


the acknowledged recipients of the poiſor and | 
their power of propelling their fluids is not 
proved to be altogether ſuſpended by the action 


of it) ſtill maintain my ground, and ſay, that a 
pox may inſue from the mildeſt clap, if it is 


neglected or maltreated, without calling in the 


aid of either wound, ulcer, or excori ation to 


produce it. 


N 


Tur only ſitustion in which we can n judge of 
the probable locality of the poiſon, is when it 


produces a gonorrhea within à few hours after 


e 


its admiſſion; from ſuch an early effect we may | 


reaſonably conclude, thet the poiſon in ſo ſhort 


a time cannot have penetrated far. But even | 
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Tt Wa I 
1 amounts to nothing more 1 furmiſe, and 
therefore i is not concluſive, for we have no data 


by which we are enabled to aſcertain the velocity 


with which the yn veſſels preſs on their 
fluids. 


Cie att ee ect wats any de- 
gree of preciſion, even in the moſt recent gonor- 
rheea, to what parts the venereal poiſon i is already 
transferred, the depending upon its being near 
enough the ſurface of the urethra, to be carried 
off by the ſubſequent diſcharge, mi ight be attended 
with ſerious conſequences ; of courſe, the truſt- 

ing implicitly the cure of a clap to common 
. regimen and laxatives only, would in many caſes 
endanger a pox, and at a time when the diſcaſed 


are 1 of the i inj wy 


ner I: mean not to infer, em what Lie 
8 that the vitulent gonorrhœa is never 
n the diſcharge from the urethra. In 
 . Dight and very recent caſes the poiſon is ſome- 
mes effectually carried off by it, forthe ſtimulus 
=_ „% pn hich 


— 
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which the virus produces on the lymphatic. 
veſſels, does ſometimes, invert their pr «EE. 
action, and obliges them to return the 'poiſon = 


_ into the urinary paſſage. But as there is great 
probability that ſome part of the poiſon may be Ro 
ſeeretly conveyed into the blood, I wiſh to guard 
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OR 9% A .. V. 
8 0 * en ur nden vravsbre 
| ' Poxibzs,' and INJECTION 8; Son- 
5 ſddeted as REMEDIES to PREVENT 


or oURE the VI AVI Eur Gene- 
8 RHOEA. 85 n e 


ef 
* 


- | e\ „chat the venereal poiſon in the 
gonorrhœa is not to be fafely eradicated (foine 


fe caſes excepted) by the diſcharge and com- 
"Ee mon regimen ; my objection therefore to the uſe 
155 of all external remedies for that purpoſe neceſ- 


_ farily follows. But as I have not advanced that 


= opinion without ſupporting it by ſolid, and as 


I conceive, coneluſive reaſoning, by which it 
Vill be enabled to ſtand the teſt of experience, 
I ſhall proceed on the fame plan i in my endea- 

vour to convince young men, that every attempt 
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ng chapter I have endeavoured 


either to prevent, or cure the virulent gohorrhœa 
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5 tended power of lotions, unguents,. pomades, and 


injections, upon the parts of generation and th 
venereal poiſon, I ſhall firſt intreat the reader: 
attention to a ſhort account of the want of ſuc- | 
ceſs of ſuch applications, as have been made uſe . 
| of by the profeſſion i in every age fince the viru- - 
lent gonorrhea firſt made its appearance amongſt OR 


us, and which I ſhall afterwards employ as par 
of an argument againſt their uſe, 


* 


* 


Ten virulent cant has exiſted among , 


mankind ever fince the year 1545, 4 period i in: 


cluding more than two hundred and thirty years. + 
The practice of phyſick in Europe | has received 


more. improvement during this interval than i in 


any former period; and as the diſeaſe has ever 
| bfen held as the ſeyereſt ſcourge upon one of the 


firſt paſſions of nature, che faculty in erury age | 
wm; n 1 
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„ annikillation; for what fortune could equal ci 
income of the perſon who could inſure ſafety to J 
the man of ſenſual pleaſure ! But what has been 
the reſult of ſo many years reſearch and experi- ; 
ence? the diſeaſe remaining in the ſame ſtate 
both as to its nature and conſequences, if neg- 
lected or mal treated, in 1 our aan 
found it. 25 ee ot e 


B Tin all times fome pretender to ipfallibi” 
lity has ſtarted” up, and for the preyention and 


* 


cure of the virulent gonorrhea the competitors | 
have been very numerous: ſome, no doubt, have 
been actuated by a confejentious zeal for the 
welfare of mankind; - but there is too much 


I reaſon to apprehend that by far the greater num- 


ber have been excited by the proſpect N gain : : 


with the latter, lotions, unguents, pomades, and 
injections, were fortunate i inventions, on account 


of their pretended expeditious effects, and the ; 
| readineſs of their application. 5 | | — 


r remedies ſeem to * W nN 
ar e of * the * 3 and this very 
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ea after 0 the diſeaſe made its appearance in Bu- 5 
rope; for Gabriel Fallopius, in the year 15555 
pretended to have diſcovered a preventive, which 
if applied to the glans penis immediately after 


coition, would obſtruct the ingreſs of the poiſon. | : ; | 


I have ſaid pretended, becauſe it cannot be ſup» 
poſed that a medicine fraught with ſuch a virtus 
would have remained a ſecret, for Fallopius was | 


no empiric, and therefore it is higly probable 5 5 


he would not have deprived mankind of ſo eſ- 
ſential a bleſſing, by ſuffering this valuable ſecret 

| to die with him. But that this was the: caſe, or 
chat it proved in the end ineffoctual, is clearly | 

evidenced by the introduction of injection by 5 

Theodore Mayerne of Geneva in the year 1650, | 
Had Fallopius's , preventive. been: ſpecifical, the 
diſeaſe muſt have been annihilated ; for as there | 
is no mention made by any writer on the venereal 
| diſeaſe of the exiſtence of the virulent gonorrhea 8 
before the year 1545, had Fallopius diſcovered a 
preventive in 1555, only ten years from its firſt 5 
appearance, it is more than probable the diſeaſe 
muſt haye been eradicated, and of courſe there 


f 1 


| | would: have dees ns 0boaaa after: bin in Mes 


. . 


pf 6 1 


kad: recourſe to injection. But Mayerne, and 
| after him Charles Muſitanus, in 1699, Ries 
ouſly recommend their injections as new: diſcos 
 veries, which evinces that all preceding proven - 

tire remedies wete inadequate to the ebd propoſed, 
1 mention the above authorities becauſe they 
were great men at the time in which they lived: 
From the above period to che preſent, I am not 
ineonſcious there have been many intenmediatd 
promoters of ſimilar arcana; and that the em- 
pirics of the day have allured the incautious by 
- nearly the ſame remedies, all which at beſt ans 
but fallacious. and ineffectual ;* for it ig {got 
| poſſible to conceive, that if lotions, unguents, 
pomades and injections, really poſſeſſed the vir · 
tues aſcribed: to them, they would not have 

tectived the public patronage; for nnen 
bleſſing could be tendered the community, than 


comnteratting the progreſs of a diſeaſe, well 
known 0 be more injurious to population . 
nee: the ſword! That 1 tio ſuch patronage mould 
* „„ 5 1 bare 
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* bew been given, is a tacit hol that they 16s + 
d no ſuch virtue; and indeed the diverſity. of "Sl 
* opinions among regular practitioners at this hour, 

* reſpecting the prevention and cure of the virulent 

a gondrrhoea; corroborates my aſſertion, that the 

. faculty are not in poſſeſſion f any ene 85 

* ſpecific for aher W 5 

. 8 ; 
1 Bu 25 ſt the reader mould e. 8 what has 
deen advanced as merely plaufible, I ſhall eka 

J mine into their mode of operation, and from * | 
1 thence prove that [they cannot act VO cither- 

5 certainty or ſafety. fs | 5 ** 1 5 | 
1 Fox the ſake of h I mal druf this” 

1 ne under the two o following heads, viz. : 

0 E e Rui as Lotions BE. 
c Vague eee wt fied 07, ons 
J Cos arive RymBpres, a as Injections. 79 

. Köbes has beon already ſaid of the want of | ; 
2 den of the above ſpecifies, to convince any : & 
„ef theirinefficacy upon mature deliberation; - 

2 | 
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© but as men, „ yreaty addicted to venery, beidem 
0 in theſe caſes think for themſelves, it may be 
N neceflary to explain to them upon juſt prinei- 
ples, the great danger which muſt ever attend 
all external applications. It is extremely flat 
5 tering to young men to be told” that they may 
indulge in a free uſe of women With impunity, 
by only making uſe of an inoffenſive waſh, or 
ointment. The proſpect of ſafety i is at all times 
pleaſing, but it is greatly heightened when 


. pointed out to them by men whoſe profeſſional 


duty it is to undeceive, inſtead of e ad- 
8 - 859 of their e 


Ar this time there's are nag eise 
; recommended to the public in the form of lotion, 
| unguent, and pomade ; and though I ſtrongly 
object to them, yet I mean not to reflect upon 
| their promoters, by ſuppoſing that the object of 
mere emolument gave them birth. They are 
intituled to indulge their ſentiments upon the 
ſiubject; I claim the fame privilege; and ſhall 
5 e, diveſted of all tank place bann 
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0h peak my reaſons for « differing fm them i | "i 
ns: CR: e e 8 


the following manner « © The glans penis. and ——_ 
Prepuce are ce — in them eitber im- 


. or _ waſtes ard e 5 


| dately, or within eight hours after infettious cop oY 


tation > from which ablution, abſolute ſafety i is 
py. inſured againſt. the LIES of either _ 
chan or pox. | 


wn abate hee cha beten views 6 5 
muſt wlinit the following dun AH en 42 


5 Tuar che venereal poiſon, in 10 a of 96 
ition, is abſorbed by the lymphatic veſſels be- 


longing to the glans penis and prepuce, and se 
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| 5 Tran the nature of lotions is oppoſite to the 12 5 
nature of the venereal Poiſon, and 5 it by * 
contact. #þ | 
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= 81 wo U ey have a power of putting an ef. | 
(tal Theek to the — * the 1 when | 


ve a may, I think, be chat proved. | 


od 


1 I the £7 Ou upon ho manner in which the 
venereal poiſon is received to conſtitute the 
gonorrhea, it has been ſhewn that the lym- 
phatic veſſels are ſolely concerned in the abſorp- | 
tion of it; and alſo, that thoſe of the urethra 
are full as liable to ſuck it up in the act of co · 
tion as thoſe belonging to the ſurfaces of the 
_ glans penis and prepuce. Since then the appli- 

cation of lotions is confined to the ſurfaces of | 
che latter, eyen if they had the virtues aſeribed 


do them, they muſt frequently fail of ſucceſs E 


for as chey are not adviſed to be thrown into the 
urethra, the lymphatics u 1pon that membrane 
cannot of courſe be defended by them, and there- 
fore, as general preventives, they muſt upon this 5 
principle 8 fall to the en, | 
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Ix it is even admitted that che wende 3 
veſſels of the glans penis and prepuce do ſolely Z 


abſorb the venereal poiſon j in coition, yet lotions 


cannot inſure ſaftly under the ſecond datum, 1 | 


« that they are capable of deſtroying the poiſon 


by contact, - becauſe this quality is giyen 8 
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them on ſuppoſition only, and therefore i is s by . 


no means to be 8 upon. 


| In the: beginning of this enquiry, it FERN hooks 95 | 
proved, at leaſt preſumptively, that the venere! 


poiſon is in its nature immutable, and ſuch g 
has been drawn from the conſtancy of its effects: 


as then the poiſon is incapable of any change, 55 


and certain it is that hitherto no medicine has 


been able to effect it, the application of lotions . Mo 
upon the aboye principle muſt be futile and: 6 
ſurd; and conſequently, whether the poiſon is | 
taken up by the lymphatic veſſels of the glans. 
penis and prepuce ſolely, or by thoſe of the ure= _ 
thra, is immaterial, for no medicine can properly 25 
prevent a diſeaſe which has eee ts 


enact Ls 


Sri 


WW" 4 
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Tur third Raines @«, that Oi han a power wo 
- 0 putting an effectual check to the farther pro- 
greſs of the poiſon when received,” is altogether 
inadmiſſible. | . We know. not the force and ve: 
locity x with which the lymphatic veſſels preſs on 
their fluids, and cannot therefore with preciſion... 
determine the exact ſituation of the poiſon at 
any time after coition. It may, with eight hours. - 


the adjacent veſſels to be within the reach of the 
power of lotions; even if they are applied at thus 
moſt favourable moment, inſtantly after copulas 


law. eſpecially, have been propelled too. far into 


tion, it is preſumptuous to aſſert that they pre- 


vent its farther. progreſs. That they appear (os 
do ſo in ſome caſes is certain; for lotions, hows 

ever variouſly compounded, all act upon o 
principle, that of contracting the diameters of 
the abſorbent veſſels, and thickening che lymph 8 
which they contain; by which effect they detain 
the poiſon incorporated with the. latter, fo long 
2s the general conftriftion on the veſlels con- | 


ee: tinues, or the lymph remains too. viſcid for cir- 5 


5 „ | culation, 


> 


194: 
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reſtrain its progreſs ; and indeed, no power can 


effectually impede the ingreſs of the poiſon but 7 
that which deſtroys the fabric of the uy e 


veſſels, which waſhes do not effect. Lotions; con 


fidered then as preventive remedies, — 2 
ſpecious as to their virtues; and therefore ate in 
the bigheſt degree dangerous, for as they can 
neither alter the nature of the venereal poiſon, - 
effectually intercept the communication of it 
with the maſs of blood, nor occaſion its regreſ- 
fion, when received, their preventing now and -- 
then the riſe of the virulent gonorrhea, if hey, 
have-ſuch virtue, is rendering no ſervice, but i wo 
doing real injury to the infected; for the ſtricture 
which they induce upon the lymphatic veſſels © 
of the prepuce and glans penis to produce ſuch 
an effect, will in time be relaxed, their thickened Los 


juices reſtored to their due fluidity, and the poi- 


ſon detained i in them will by flow degrees be | 
ae into- nei en 8 — and thence 
de 


culation. Lotions do not therefore intercept 6 
the poiſon from any ſubſequent” communication 
with the maſs of blood; they eee 
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1 * EY I 
be femely: conreged into the thoracic duct, and 


general circulation; a pox theteſore muſt ſooner. 


or later ſucceed as a conſequence of their retentive 
quali ities, and that perhaps at a time too late ta 


check its career. For the venereal poiſon, when 
once intimately mixed with the blood, Proteus: 
like, puts on a variety of ſhapes, and deludes tho 


_ Inſuſpicious patient, till ſome almoſt incurable 

evil inſues. This is not ſpeculative theory ; ſuch, 

effects of it are frequently experienced * the 
nnorept as. well as the guilty, 


Our. and unguents (under which claſs 5 


likewiſe included liniments) have alſo their 
advocates as ſpecifics ; and indeed from 5 


timely application carry with them an appearance 


of ſucceſs to which lotions cannot pretend. It 


is recommended to ſpread them upon the ſurfaces 


of the glans penis and prepuce previous to the 


7 venereal act, of courſe, before the poiſon can haye 

been admitted; but notwithſtanding this ſpe- 

| _ cious advantage, they claim no preference to lo- 
5 tions with reſpect to their preventive virtues. 2 5 
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0¹¼ ind unguznts act upon o one and te ne 


principle, that of ſheathing the ſpiculated points | 


of bodies; they therefore act ſpecifically 1 5 
ſome poiſons, particularly the viperine, fromm 


which property they are ſuppoſed de wen;te of 


oounteracting the venereal alſo. But the nature 
of theſe two poiſons is widely different be 


viperine is highly corroſive, and its ſpicula are 
naked ; it therefore produces very violent and 


ſudden effects upon the body; even to the de: 
ſtruction of the vital functions 1 in a few hours } 
and this miſchief i it occaſions, not by bein g ins 
corporated with the whole maſs of blood, but by. 
a peculiar irritation and ſpaſm which it. produces 


on the nervous ſyſtem for it is not to be ſuppoſed 


that the hundredth part of a drop of any poiſon - 
(the quantity faidto be ejected by the viper) ſhould 
in ſo ſhort a time convert, the animal j juices from a 
benign to a corrupted ſtate by mixing with em: 
Oil and unguents in this caſe are well adapted to 
act ſpecifically, for as they ſheath the cortod- 
ing n of ſuch N they . eourls 


prevent 


* 


1 56 1 
prevent the irritation and ſpaſm upon the nerves 
which produced: thoſe conſequences. But they 


cannot act with the ſame ſucceſs upon the vene- 
real; this latter poiſon is always in ſome degree 


55 ſheathed, for being a part of the animal fluids 


it is wrapped up in ſome of their oily and 
; mutilaginous parts, a circumſtance which well 
explains its different degrees of activity: for in- 
ſtance, if it is imbibed from the urethra in 4 
| common clap, its effects are flow and moderate, 
| becauſe it is conveyed from the one perſon to 
the other inveloped by the ſlimy and oleoſe ſecre- 
tion of that membrane, and cannot therefore act 
perceptibly till time diveſts it of its covering 
but if it is abſorbed from an ill-conditioned 

thancre, its effects are often ſudden and violent, 
 hecauſe the ſecretion into that ſpecies of ulcet 
being uſually thin, acrid, and deſtitute of mu- 

eus, the poiſon i is taken up naked and u n guarded 
at all its points, and goes therefore almoſt into 
immediate action; which is the reaſon un- 


. doubtedly why A man contracts a more virulent 


- tay * lying with a woman whoſe pes 


dn bels with chancres, chan if ſhe hag 3 4 
common elap upon her, and alſo why the poiſon 
_. ſometimes lies as it were dormant for ſeveral 
.. days, or, on the contrary, at other 1 times oo : 
forth into. ſudden violence for there is 
... truth in the vulgar opinion, that 2 clap bas LY 
only a clap, ng. a pox a Pox. The poiſon is 5 
exactly the fams i in both, acts invariably alike, 15 2 
and produces different effects merely in conſe- : 1 
qꝗuence of the ſtate of the vehicle at the time in 


To 1. 


which it is conyeyed, of the conſtitution which | 


| receives it, and of the parts which | it attacks. 


As then the oil and mucus of the animal fluids, 


with "which this poiſon i is fo intimately c com- 
bined, are capable only of reſtraining its imme- 
diate effects, it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that external : 


once can anſwer "nd better purpoſe, * 


4 


7 HE application therefore of oleaginous re- 


| medies to the glans penis and prepuce (whether 
Previous to or after copulation) intentionally to 
2 prevent the future action of the venereal poiſon, 8 

5 wa be paid. and dangerous ; for as ſuch 


: * 
. 


EE 12 remedies 


"(We 1 | 

: n may refrain: its ren for the Ton ; 
ſent, much i injury may inſue in future from theit 
uſe; the oleaginous covering will, by the natural 
heat of the part and repeated circulations, ſoon 


80 ſeparated from it, and the poiſon will be left 
| naked to exert its 8 influence when leaſt 8 


dußpeged. 75 3 * 


8 it will be urged by the advocates 
fer oil and unguents, that their virtues as ſpe- 
» cifics depend not ſo much upon controuling the 
effects of the poiſon, as from preventing its ad- 
5 ; miſfion. True it is that oil conſiſts of parts 

which are viſcid and extremely coheſive, and 
therefore form a ſurface ſufficiently compacted t to 

exclude from the mouths of the lymphatic veſſels. 

the introduction of groſs bodies; but experi- 

ence has ſhewn that they cannot act wich 
185 op upon t that 1 


- 


= "Av ingenious STAN, ſome en ago, aha 
8 experiments with oil in a variety of caſes, and 
| was fo prejudiced in its favor, that through his 
e it was uſed as a * ne, 1 


75 1 50 56 
Was taken phy POE VR URS peas i 
ſhield, and became the chamber furniture of every 

female of pleaſure, But public experience ſoon 
evinced its inefficacy, and it preſently loſt its 


* 


'InpreD the virtues of oil and unguents, con- 
fidered As a barrier between the glans penis, pre- 0 
puce, and the poiſon, muſt ever be uncertain; 
for if it is admitted that the poiſon is. ſolely ab- 
ſorbed from their ſurfaces, every abſorbing pore 
muſt be defended to inſure ſafety ; if one is left 
open, the poiſon may be taken up, and as it has 
(like leaven) a power of converting the animal 
juices into its own nature, the ſmalleſt particle 
of it once received will i in time contaminate the : 
whole mals. R phys 


On the application of oil and unguents to the 
glans penis and prepuce, previous to the venereal. 
act, there is not a doubt but every lymphatic 
pore may be effectually covered by them; but if 
we reflect on the ſtate of thoſe parts duri 8 coĩ· 
n (that the poiſon is prevented 

| „ admiſ--- 


hs ie rs 
[ 7 . 


aaimech tht come ( riothinig. „n che 0 ot 
copulation the furfaces of the glans penis ind 


prepuce are in a conftard ſtare of friction; con- 
ſequently the unQuous body beſtneared upon 


them muſt inevitably be abraded; the act itſelf 
will therefore defeat the virtues of ſuch. pre- 
| ventives: : for as the friction denudes the mouths 


: of the lymphatic veſlels, the poiſon will be nearly 
a8 liable to be abſorbed by chem as if the ſpeci 


3 & Re 


had never been applied. | 5 1 


93 
f 


Oruxxs may contend, that oil and unguents 


axe vehicles only for the more commodious appli- 
| cation of anti- venereal ſpecifics. ] But I have every 


7 00 to ſoppoſe chat the advocates for them | 
depend ſolely on their unQuous qualities ; 1 " be- 2 


cauſe the only antidote, mercury, has ever failed 
; . cee when ied, a as an external e 


i muſt be underſtood, I mean eee ap- 
plication of mercury which is confined to the 


| glans penis, prepuce, and urethra ; becauſe. if 
2X eee 
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bees bs we know ＋ no medicine 3 which | 
bo capable of deſtroying the venereal poiſon "3s 


contact, it amounts to a certainty that unguente ir 3 


can poſſeſs. no antidotal virtues but ſuch as arg 
annexed to their nature arifing from their oleoſs 
compoſition, and this can only eventually take 
eſe; for this quality of theirs has been proved, 
both in theory and on experience, GOO © 
A 


Pons (a new eld of the . | 
kind) though profeſſedly ſaid by its publiſher ta | 
be deſtitute of unctuous matter, and to be formed . 
of the moſt concentrated balſams, muſt give way - 
to the ſame argument; the immutability of 
the venereal poiſon, and the impoſſibility of de- 
fendin 8 the lymphatic pores upon the ſurfaces of 7 
| the glans penis and prepuce, ſo as to prevent | 
with certainty: their admiſien Wy a — 1 g 
e, : AIDS eee 2 
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U $i whole, a unguents, and OY 


| mades, cannot inſure any real good to the votaries 
_ of Venus: for admit that they prevent the abſorp- 
tion of the venereal poiſon in the quantity which 

poſſibly might be imbibed without their appli” 


cation; and alſo that they ſheath: the corroſwe 


qualities of it when received ; yet they only ſup· 
preſs the immediate effects of the poiſon, and 
prevent the firſt ſalutary ſymptoms of its rage, | 
- either the vitulent gonorrhea or a chancre; a 

treatment by no means friendly to the conſtitu- 
tion; for to detain the poiſon i in the Iymphatic | 

veffels of: the glans penis and prepuce, is to 


create irreparable miſchief on ſome future day. 
ting men are cafily deluded, they look not 
forward to conſequences, and judge only of 


- What is preſent and before them; if therefore 0 


 neſther chancre nor gonorrhea ſucceed the ap- 
plication of lotions or unguents within a mort 


N time, they ſuſpect no injury: but I wiſh them to 


remember, that if the venereal poiſon i is diverted | 


from: its 252 tack, it F atten wards becomes a . 


go Y "= 0 . 
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tret eig enemy; dealing wasn ints be 
habit, it at length diſplays itſelf 1 in the form of. 


buboes, ulcers in the hoſe and throat, nocturnel 
pains, beſides a train of incurable evils; 


— 
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| ' On. CunaTiVE, Revepres, as Injetions. 


Taz faſhionable method of curing. the lee 

gonorrhœa by injeQtions, proves that the faculty. | 

are divided in their opinions as to the virtue f 5 
preventive ſpecifics; for was there any certain 
remedy of that kind, the uſe of injection would 

be unneceſſary, becauſe the gonorrhea would no 
longer be a diſeaſe amongſt us. The abettore r 1 Ag 
injection have changed the argument withotm 
altering the principles of it; for their arcahia ate | 
calculated to produce-the ſame effects upon. the 
membrane of the urethra, which preventives are 
laid to do upon the ſurfaces of the glans a 
and prepuce; ; and are therefore incitementd 
equally deluſive to beguile the ignorant. The 
principle in each which captivates young men | : 
a the e of their Ry PONENT coins - 

| cides 


* * 1 
Cites with the ideas of youth, and — 
Hlaſſes their ſentimentz in a favor of a cure, 


0 Which is attended with no other inconvenience 
. than throwing into the urinary paſſage a harmleſs 
inoffenſive fluid, capable, as it is ſaid, of putting 


£8 an effeQual end to their diſeaſe in as many hours 


op might, without ſuch N be "ou 


15 . 


"Pitzer men, ignorant of the animal Abende 
and who act ſolely on motives of ſelf-intereſt 
1 ſhould adopt ſuch a practice, is not at all extra- 

ordinary; but that ſurgeons of reputation ſhould 
fall into the ſame error, is a matter of ſurprize; 
with them the practice is inexcuſable, becauſe it 


EN is founded upon principles totally ds: to 


n of the animal frame. 


/ ns. en POR En, is a diſeaſe of, the 
membrane of the urethra, and occaſioned by the 
| venereal poiſon being applied to it, eicher imme- 

-  diately by its own lymphatic veſſels, or by thoſ 

| pang of ho irons of eee 

N | | F 


0 t 65 1 


55 ptepice ; "its exiſtence upon chat membrane is 
8 . e to > conſticus, the diſcaſe,.... | 


* 
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En OR are ined to. > counteratt- the 5 


effects of the poiſon, and thence to put an effec- 
tual check to the diſeaſe in its infancy for which 


Purpoſe they are adyiſed to be thrown into the 
urinary paſſage as ſoon as the firſt ſymptoms of 


the virulent gonorrhea make their appearance, 


as heat of water and a diſcharge from the. ure- 


thra. Injections then, to anſwer.ſo admirable a 
purpoſe, ſhould be capable of deſtroying. the ve- 


nereal poiſon by contact; and were they poſſeſſed 


of. ſuch a virtue, they would be intitled ta the 
epithet of Preventive, as well as Curatiye : but 


that they poſſeſs no ſuch repugnant property, is 
evident from the experience of ſucceſſie ages, 


as well as the immutability of the poiſon itſelf. 


Indeed, conſidered as curatives, they bid leſs Hh 


fair for ſucceſs than even. lotions, unguents, : and 
pomades do, as preyentives; for the latter are 
applied either previous to coition, or very ſoon 


after, bene the poiſon can hays been. men 
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or at leaſt made any great Rrogrelt: . ins 
jections are not adviſed till there is manifeſt 
diſeaſe, not until the poiſon has raifed inflam- | 


maation upon che membrane of the urethra, and 5 


is attempting its own diſcharge by encreslüng 8 
the ſecretion of it. Injections then, even if 
they were indued with properties deſtructive 
of the venereal poiſon, muſt neceſſarily fail, for 
heir application is ill-timed, Which alone will = 
_ fruſtrate every chance for ſueceſs. The virulenn 
| Sonorrhiea is not an immediate conſequence of 
- - the poiſon, there elapſe frequently from thies 
to fourteen, nay twenty days, from the tie f 
ſs boveption to ts breaking forth in that form; 
and from the known uſe of the lymphatic veſſels, | 
. and What has been already faid, we habe every 
reaſon to imagine, that during ſich interval the | 
poiſon advances beyond the ſurface of the ure⸗ 
thr. Sup pole then the Ghalteft patticle of the 
_ _poifbil ts ae paſſed beyond the membrane of 
_ the urethra, injections, if they really poſſecd 
; At vercken eben, could dot inſüre  Lfety 10 
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be deſtroyed than what i is placed i in contact with 
them; a circumſtance which alone proves that 
they cannot act with any degree of raging in 
Kuring che virulent gonorrhea. F 


Bur they Sit in part to the ctciary 
ki by their advocates ; for they ſubdue the 
inflammation upon the membrane of the . 
Lin 1 the Ane met from it. 


74 e a howeves 4 for 

the purpoſe of deception, haye for their baſis an 5 
aſtringent quality, on which their ſucceſs. is made 
ſolely to depend, 1 am, the mare confirmed in 
this aſſertion, becauſe whether they ars applied 
to the inflamed and relaxed membrane of the 
urethra, the noſtrils, eyes, or any other part of _ 
ſimilar ſtructure, the ſame change is induced by 
them; the oyer-diſiended and debilitated veſſels 
re conſtringed, and thereby enabled freely. to 
cCirculste their fluids, and their relaxed mouths | 
ate purſed up ſo as to check all ſupeniſudus fa = 


e upon this principle then, and none 
7 Ge Ig K 2 0 1 
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v8 "kth do injections bee a act in caring a 10 
1 viralent gonorrlicea | | 


8 Bor the . of ſuch powers, ſa un- 
ſeaſonably applied, are very obvious: if the v 
nereal poiſon has been already received 1 


lymphatic veſſels of the urethra, and without it 


no gonorthœa can commence, injection, agree- 
ably to what has been already faid, muſt infal- 


libly lock it up there, and prevent the only ſe- 
curity the diſcaſed had againſt univerſal infection, 


74 the continuance of the virulent gonorrhea. For 


. however ill-fated young men may ſtile themſelves 


who find a clap the reward of their amours, their 


fituation, comparatively conſidered, 18 fortunate. : 
 - The venereal poiſon, in general, attempts its 


own expulſion by inducing inflammation and a 
_ diſcharge from the parts it firſt fixes upon (the 
. reaſon, probably, why the virulent gonorrhœa is 


one of its moſt frequent effects); — 
from the urethra is therefore a ſalutary effort of 


nature to evacuate as much as ſhe can of the 
5 e, _ e to be encouraged till her. 
<a OO 1 
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friendly purpoſe. is anſweredd; i ne” 
courſe, or any applications which reſtrain the 
virulent diſcharge, muſt be highly injurious; 
for to conftringe the veſſels of the urethra, at a 
time the poiſon is attempting to make its exit 
by them, is to counteract the intentions of nas” 
ture, as by that means the poiſon is compelled". 
to recede from its nearly. local ſituation, and to 
retire into the general maſs of fluids; whence « a 
lues or pox muſt in eee inſus. 15 


45 


Tur ole of iwjections cannot W be 
ſupported | upon the principle of either reaſon of 
| experience ; and, in truth, the numberleſs in- 
ſtances of their fallibility are ſtronger arguments 

againſt their uſe, than all the Coney which can. 
be urged i in their defence. 


 we+ ww 


3 curative injections PI of we na 
juſtly conclude. it is not. in caſes of the virulent 
gonorrhea; but, that this favourable event s 
wholly to be imputed to an accidental, | but for- 
tunate application of them in a diſeaſe of the - 
nn chi as harmleſs an any common in- 
* •ͤn„ el flammation 


1 
- 


ns 


0b * »]. 
flamamation upon the eye, noſe, or «ny ot par 
of the body of fimilar ſtructure; for it muſt be 


 pnderſtood, that it is not every diſcharge from the 
urethra, though following ſuſpicioys copulation, ; 


which ought te be deemed infectious, ſince ne- 


q 


Thing is more common than for men greatly 
| to wine and women, 6 eſpecially if the 


"the time of coition labours under 


en obſtinate fluor albus or the menſes, to have g 


light inflammation, upon the membrane of the 


vrethra, attended with a, yellow running, and 


| every other Hmptom of the virulent gonorrhcea ; 3. 
and all this exempt from the leaſt particle of the 


venereal poiſon either s an attendant or cauſe. | 


This effect upon che urethra i conformable to 


the ſtructure and uſe of its parts; for the ſame 


local ſym ptoms muſt inſue, whether the inflam-, 
mation is produced by the venereal poiſon or any 


tber acrid body: in this caſe, which is the 


benign gonorrhea, in contradiſtin&ion to. the | 
vieulent, and which is a diſcaſc by ao means. 
| ſo rare as many may ſuppoſe, injections act ſpe- 
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the weeping cell of the 1 and check the ZI 


inflatemation which was the cauſe of it, © | 


e W ae” mug 


inefficacious as they are to the dilcaſed, muſt, 
from a combination of eireumſtances, not rafily 
ſeparated and laid open to view, ſeem often to 
laceeed upon a general trial ; for take promiſe | 
eubus copulation if its extent, and conſider how 
many women there are who have not the diſeaſe | 
at the time upon thet ; refle& too, on the many 
conſtitutions, which, from inexplainable pecus | 
harſties are not at all times fulceptible ex 


denz infected ; te tete add the number of = 


thoſe men who do teally receive the poiſon, but | 
which, by means of ſome aſtringent quality in 


the remedy employed, is repelled, or not Caffered f 
to Mew itſelf locally; I fay, ter theſe and 5 


variety of other circurnſtances be atari 
weighed, and lotions, unguents, pomades, end 
injefticns, will frequently appear, however un- 
metited, in k_{pecifical light; eſpeciatly whon it 
FORTE, © that the youths who uh. 
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bf them, either through partiality, or want of judg- 


8 : ment in. the matter, cannot, or will not reaſon 


1 nes; the danger therefore, which in the gene- 


upon the poſſible, or even probable cauſe of their 
a ſafety, but impute their eſcape from infection to 
ſiuch applications only. Under ſuch prepoſſefion 
_ and prejudice, the inventors of ſpecifics muſt be 
amply paid; I wiſh I could ſay rewarded ; for 
while the chances for ſafety, independent of all 
applications, are numerous, all which are aſcribed 
to them, and tend to enhance their merit, the 
repeated injuries ſuſtained by their uſe are con · 
Ceealed or palliated under the ſuppoſition of care- 
leſſneſs in the application, and thus the great 
cauſe. of mulchjef 3 is as 88888 a8 . 
veiled. 


To conclude: I have in the preceding Pages 
8 pointed out the inefficacy of all external ſpeci- 


rality of caſes muſt ever attend their application, 
is obvious, that of locking up the venereal 
poiſon; and was I to delineate the many ſerious 
, effets s peculiar to the latter, when left do the full | 
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exertion abe its powers, 1 might 8 znflu- | 
ence the minds of young men ill more forcibly 2 


againſt empirical practice; but as many of my 


readers, for want of a more general knowledgs of 
£ phyſic, or perhaps from a valetudinarian turn 
might, without ſufficient ground, ſelect and ap- 


ply the more melancholy parts of them to them- | 


. ſelves, and be by that means rendered miſerable; 
I ſhall only obſerve, as a proof we cannot be too 
careff ul in watchin g this deteſted poiſon at the 
moſt early period, that experience teſtifies i in a 
variety of inſtances, where diſeaſes, for want of 
ſome manife oft origin, or or diftingus iſhed marks to go- Ws 
vern the judgment, have baffled the efforts and 2 

Mill of the moſt acute phyſicians and ſurgeons ; | 
and which afterwards, when | too late, hers turned , 
out to be venereal, 
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8 I have objeted to cruſtio ot the pal 
of the venereal poiſon in the gonorrhea 


; to the diſcharge from the urethra, and common wo 
regimen, and likewiſe to every external remedy; 
whether for the prevention or cure of that dif- 


993 
: g 3 a 3 


| caſe, it may be expected that I ſhould propoſe 


ſome more eli gible method than thoſe which I ; 


have controvered ; here probably the expecta- 


; tions of young men will be elevated with the 


| hopes of ſomething not only new, but at the 


_ fame time more expeditious and efficacious. But 


1 wiſh them t to underſtand I tread not in the i in- 
ſecure path of novelty; and therefore it is mer- 


cury which 1 recominend, ani the 


85 objections which are Wy raiſed e 


1 is affected by many, that mercury is un- 
neceſſary for the cure of the virulent gonorrhœa, 


and this upon the favorite opinion, that the poi- 


| ſon. in this diſeaſe is always locally ſituated. But 


| 4 that 1 has been a] Py eee, and 
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| proved to bis too W for . nk: 5 
dence: I ſhall therefore offer reaſons why . 
| uſe. of mercury ought. to ſuperſede every other 5 
method of treatment. The venereal poiſon is in ub 
its nature intrinſically the ſame in whatever part a 
of the body it happens to be placed; the yirylent 
«þ gonorrhea and pox differ conſequently from ; 
each other, with reſpect only to the ſituation. of 
it, for the general or more confined ſeat of the 


| poiſon alone. conſtitutes the diſtinction between 


the two diſeaſes: ſince therefore they are pro- | 
| duced by one and the ſame cauſe, and mercury _ 
is univerſally allowed to be the only remedy on 
which any certain reliance can be placed for the 
complete eradication- of the poiſon in the con- 
firmed lues or pox, it is obvious that its uſe ĩs, in : 
a proportionate degree, requiſite for the cure of the | 
gonorrhea, eſpecially as the poiſon i in this latter 
diſeaſe muſt neceſſarily from the office of the 
_ lymphatic veſſels, be conveyed | into the conſtitu- 
tion ſo as to produce general infection, unleſs a : 
care is Wg to eee r ider . . 
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| Tur nde ſucceſs of mercury in — 5 
ER eaſe of the virulent gonorrheva, is alſo a very for- 4565 
dlble reaſon why its uſo ſhould always be om 
Y 1 plied with; its enemies cannot ſhew an inſtance | 
where a por has ſucceeded this diſcaſe, if mercury 
has been judiciouſly adminiſtered ; nor can they - 
with truth aſſert that the ſame. abſolute ſecurity 
_ againſt any future effects of the poiſon is to be 
obtained by any other remedy. But, fay they; - 
© mereury is inimiea} to the conſtitution, and 
| ſhould therefore be diſpenſed with in the gonor- 12. 

thera. This charge is ingeniouſly ſelected, as'it - 
__ coincides with, and is well adapted to ſupport; 
ion of its non-neeeflity : but it is not 

produce: thoſt alarming effects which are ſo in- 
duſtriouſy propagated and imputed to it by its 
management as ſafe as it is efficacious, for it. 
5 raifes no ferment in the bloed, creates: no di- 
ſturbance in the firſt paſſages, if it is given at 
Proper times, in juſt quantities, and is attended 
"ws With common care. f adminiſtered imprudenix 
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muſt of courſe do miſchief; eee 858 
a powerful medicine, may be in bee hy 
efficacy: but this its effect is not to be imputed 


tothe medicine, but the injudicious adminiſtering; © 
of it. It is eee 
fallen into diſcredit, and the generality of thoſe 


who A its' ak in TY ad 


artfully ſelect thoſe bad A which are 
derived from the abuſe of it, obſerving at the ſame 


time the moſt guarded ſilence as to its virtues. 
The utmoſt injury which can ariſe from the uſs 
of mercury in the gonorrhea, ĩs ſlight rheumatiſm + 
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cither by careleſſneſs in the patient, ſome impro« - 


per preparation, or ill- timed exhibition of itt but 
ſurely ſuch conſequences ſhould not be deemedt 
of ſufficient weight to counterballance the emi- 


nent advantage derived from it, eee 
ing at all times univerſal infection or pox; more 


b 


eſpecially as fuck injury may en, removed | 


by a few IO into a un . 
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confirmed pox: in large quantities, and for a long 
5 continuance, without any implication of conſe: 


quent injury; why then ſhould it be thought 
_ prejudicial in the gonorrhœa, which is a diſeaſe 
produced by the ſame poiſon, and operating in a 
lels degree? and which poiſon, by ſtealing in- 
ſenſibly into the habit, does afterwards occaſion 
a more tedious courſe of that invaluable medi- 
eine. There are many other arguments which 

. be enforced in ſupport of the innocence 


and neceſſity of the uſe of mercury; but as there 
—_ ſome men in whom prejudice is fo deeply 


imprefied as ſcarcely to be eraſed, rather than 
deſcend into a needleſs refutation of every mi- 
nute and idle objection which has been raiſed 
againſt it, I ſhall appeal, once for all, to its very 
general and familiar uſe in almoſt every family in 
the kingdom, and for a variety of diſeaſes beſides 
the venercal, to evince that it is not that baneful 
- drug, which thoſe intereſted in its angesehene 
fo . ene to melee, | 
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"Tas above. peremptbey injundtion' che FEY, 
of mercury, in the cure of dbevirdlentgenoches, 
proceeds not from motives of intereſt; for Ibave 
no noſtrum to diſpoſe of, nor do I wiſh to en 
upon youth a method of cure whieh is not in 
ſome degree conſonant with their ideas. - What 
I have advanced as to the conſequences which. 
may inſue if the cure of the gonorrhaa, i is left 
folely to the diſcharge and common regimen, as 
well as to all external applications, i is the reſult 
of reaſon as well as experience; of the former 
they may be judges, without being anatomiſts; 
and as to the latter, I truſt their candour will ace. 
quit me of any intentional deception, whe 1 
aſſert that too many inſtances have fallen within 
my knowledge where a pox has ſucceeded a clap» 
under the management above reprobated, and 
that no ſuch conſequence has ever ariſeri Where 
mercury has been judiciouſly given. 1 therefore 
ſeriouſly adviſe young men to ſhun all external 
ſpecifics ; to treat the infiruating language of | 
empiriciſm with the contempt it deſerves, and as 
they regard their health to apply to phyſicians - 585 
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© patients in vival intereſt, and. by A timely;and 
- proper exhibition of this pin. medicine, 
w een: theic rok ſafety and cer» 
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IAE now finiſhed my enquiry ; and, if i in 
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. l the köhee of it, I ſhall appear 


have nurtured. a tos favourite child, let it be 
that Lam“ diſintereſted i in the choice; 3 
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"that I hang ne view in raifing it up, but as an 
example for young men to profit by. 1 affirm 
no harm can inſue from placing the moſt 
implicit faith in what I have del ivered ; - on the 
contrary, pronounce much good may a ariſe; buy 
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L with not to incur the belief of my readers 


the arguments I have advanced, OP” whey 
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are perfectly reconcileable. Fith their ideas, 1 | 


. LIKE. 


- hall reſt, the iſſue of my labours on the the literal 
of the followi otation : th VF * 3 
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